Taft Aims for First Public League

Football Championship

A trio of husky young grldders glves good lllustratlon of why Taft ngh School is
looked upon as a likely grid power. They are (l. to r.) guard Ken Neubert, tackle
Arnie Werling and guard Neil Vetter. (Sun-Times Photos)
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Footbhall Team Convenes For Practice

=

Taft's first-string line-men resting by the water tank after
a grueling practice session. They are from left to right: Front
row: Mike Murray and Don Soderlund. Standing: Richard Walker,
Tom Crosten, Kurt Marquardt, Chuck Freeze, and Dick Arfsten.

o

,~ Mr. Kupcinet explains to Mr. George Dayiantis, a new coach,
about Taft's athletic system, while the team is busy in the back-
ground practicing.

|
Saturday, September 13 i
LAKE VIEW at Winnemac—2:00 P.M. !
Saturday, September 20
HARRISON at Winnemac—2:00 P.M.

Saturday, September 27
SCHURZ at Lane—2:00 P.M.
Friday, October 3
LANE at Lane——3:15 P.M.
Saturday, October 11
AUSTIN at Hanson—2:00 P.M.
Saturday, October 18
'STEINMETZ at Winnemac—2:00 P.M.

At 1:00 on Tuesday, September 2, the boys on the foothall tenm
assembled for their first scrimmage of the year. Previous to this, them
arrived at school at 11:00 to receive their uniforms.

Mr. Joseph Kupcinet is continuing as the football coach. There aré,
seven first-string varsity line-men who will be playing again this year
The rest of the first string will be chosen from the former Frosh-Soph’
team. The boys will not know until the first football game on Satur-|
day, Sept. 13 who will comprise the starting line-up. t

This season the Eagles move up
in the North Section from White
to Red Division. This division, the
roughest and toughest in the
North Section, includes Harrison,
Schurz, Lane, Austin, and Stein-
metz.

In 1956 Taft defeated Harrison
32-0 and in 1957 defeated Schurz
20-0 and Steinmetz 25-0. Two=off

these victories (Steinmetz and Har-
rison) were first round playoff
games for the City Championship.

Taft High To Play Top City
Football Teams This Season

Coach Kupcinet Sees Hard
Road To A Championship

By e W

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1953

Kupcmet Taft Back
With Prep Powers

after six scasons among the
conference’s middle class, |159 - pound senior,

Not Columnist Irv, but And ; ceriain, partigapl; sival ::rdcna:n:dth:cu:ci i‘mmlw‘
hrother Joe Kupcinet, Taft g“hu"" Lane and Austin are a ;’- h h t promisict
High School's illustrious _foot- |bit disturbed by his presence. erhaps the mﬁ: P Omt:l!‘
ball coach. Although Kupcinet, a head ﬁoui‘k\l:-:l ““WFP IUI“STE 1;\

He' is back with the Puhhclc““h for 30 years (20 at Taft,|bacl cFarlan w
League's North Section powers| at Lane), is uncertain of his :f"”“'d two P““';l for fUULz

chance! in the Rough Red/downs against arrison
== Division, Lane's Al Manasin 'li'afu league opener last 51"1

* regards Joe's teams — any of|day-
: lhng-m—mlh respect. I Harrison, one of the tean

“We're too small to really Taft can’t compete with, I.mx
compete with Lane, Schurz,'the EGE“! 16-0.

Austin, Steinmetz and Harrison g o

(other ‘Red’ schools),” says Kup.

Yet, his teams were too strong
for the league’s White Division,

: so the Eagles were elevated
., under the conference’s realign-

ment provisions. Taft replaced
% Crane in the Red group this

¢ fall.

Kupcinet uses a short - punt ¢
formation while on offense, and 7
this particular strategy requires
a triple-threat back to work
adequately.

Two seasons ago Taft had
one such young man, Dick
Thornton. He is now a sopho- *
more at Northwestern and the
Wildcats' No. 1 quarterback.

By Roger Yost
Kup is back!

DICK ARFSTEN
A three-way job

i
JOE KUPCINET

‘We're too small'
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Undefeated Eagles Face Lane

Dads See Sons Muzzle Bulldogs 19-7
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With Lake View pigskinners in hot persuil,_Taﬂ ba_ck-
field ace Al Macfarlane turns on the speed and picks up five
yards in the first half of a contest which saw the Eagles

Al MacFarlane thunders vp field for first down dug come out victorious by a score of 6 to 0.

U second half play,

With Jeff Carson, No. 26, clearing the way, Al MacFarlane gains eight yards in Legame. The final score
was 0 to 0, but Lane won on statistics.

Photo by Bob Miller)

>

The third quarter saw more E'ag.le action when ike Day charged through the mid-
dle for a first down against Lake View. Tomorrow, the Taft eleven take on the Red di-
vision_rumblers from the southwest - Harrison High school. Game time is 2:00 at Winni-
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EAGLES CLOSE
IN"42; COULD

" SOAR TO TOP,

Kupcinet Polishes 40 8

Player Squad

BY RALPH LEO

‘A football trophy would
ook nice alongside of our
baseball and golf prizes,”

mused a Taft booster yester-|
day as he watched the north-

west side' prep Eagles soar like
champions over their practice
field at 5625 N. Natoma av.

Joe Kupcinet, who has di-
rected Taft's football teams
since 1939, the year the high
school was opened, looked up,
grinning. *Yes,” he agreed,
“that would be quite nice.”

Then the veteran coach, who
has built Taft into one of
the city's football powers, re-
turned to the business of pre-
paring his 40 player sqguad
for its opening round game in
the Public league playoffs this
week-end.

A tifle would be a crowning
reward for Kupcinet, who has
had success in the 18 years he
has coached Taft,-despite fail-
ure fo win a league champion-
ship.

Tilden Blasts Chance

The closest a Taft team
came to winning the league
crown was in 1942, when Til-
den, at that time one of the
Tanking gridiron powers in
the Chicago area, pinned a 20
to 0 defeat on the Eagles.

“Istill haven't forgotten that
loss,” said Kupcinet, “ and the
best way to put it out of my
mind is to go all the way. Who
knows? Maybe this is the year.
I have a wonderful group of
pbovs. They could do it.”

Taft's~teams the last two
years lost in the quarter-final
round of the playoifs. In 1948
the Eagles advanced to the
semi-finals before bowing to
Austin, perennial contender

10 ne ' C L AUSUL

uled for Hanson park tomor-
row at 1:30 p. m.

If Taft wins — and Austin
defeats Lake View on Satur-
day—the stage would be set
for another meeting between
the Eagles and the Tigers,
altho the semi-final round
pairings officially will not be
known until Monday.

“0Of course we would like
to reach the title game,” said
the Taft coach. “This is our
last season in the White divi-
sion, and naturally we would
like to move into the Red diy-
ision with as good as record
as possible.”

Move Up in 1958
Starting next fall, Taft will

move up into the Red division,
nd _wi 0 e regular]

HAPPY BROTHER ACT

e

Mendel's Bob and Ed Bohan (left to right) watch brother
Dick scrape mud off shoes, a chore of the team manager. They |
form the only brother trio in Chicago area prep football. |
Bob, fullback, and Ed, halfback, will lead Mendel into the |
Catholic league title playoffs opening Sunday. |
ITRIBUNE Photo) |

by Jerry Meyer’'s running and |
passing, scored 103 points|
while holding opponents to 7|
in sweeping a four game|
schedule., Beaten were Mar-|
shall, 12 to 0; Senn, 25 to ?;;
Tuley, 34 to 7, and Kelvyn|
Park, 32 to 0. The Amundsen |
game scheduled for Oct. 12 was
canceled because of the flu.
Amundsen also is unbeaten in|
four games,

Kozemzak, Neubert Star

Sharing hero roles with|
Meyer are Ronnie Kozemzal, |
halfback who also was regular |
shortstop on last year's title|
winning baseball team at Taft,
and Kenny Neubert, junior |
guard. '

Other regulars include
Davy

Jim
ard; Denny Bell, end;




MacFarlane Leads Taft High
To Victory Over Crane Tech

huy Mike Kewin
Sophomere halfback, Alan Mae Farlane, ran for two Taft touchdoewns Saturday af

on as the Eagles defeated Crane Tech, 14 to 0, in Hanson Park.
A surpmsingly small crowda of 1825 waited until the second half to see the flest-footed

Al Mae Farlane race 70 yards with a punt tor one touchdown and plunge two yards
Tom Nelles kicked the extra point after each Eagle touchdown.

slow first half saw Taft kick the
ball to Crane’s gix ward line,
Crane returned the ball to their 24 | TAFT HS LI
yard line and after nve plays, fail | CRANETECH © © 0 0
ing to make first down, were for

ed to punt with the ball goind to
Taft's 32 yard line. Alan MacFarlane’ Pt P12 W WHEIRnR Wally TrIBaNF Thander, Seplonber W, 1900

:I'EI:.LI.I:'J:I;? LhiI waobbly  kick mdr.he . v
3q ine. Here Taft la 141 a
wasis e it e 2 Taft Riddled by Gradiation

Crane's 11 yard line. Crane’s hard| <N WATCH ME. BOYS.? TAFT COACH SAYS

SCORING Taft: TD-MacFarlane 2 (70-y
T=1 punlt returms; 2-vd. plunge). FA
) Nelles 2,

4
o

charging defense smothered Alan
MacFarlane's attempted touch-"s=—
down pass and they took over on
the 26 vard line. Crane was again
unable to make a first down and
was foreed to punt. Taft's quarter-
hack, Jeff Carson took the high
kick on his 38 yvard line and sprint-
ed 15 yvards to Crane's 47 before
being upended. This started Taft's
second march and they skillfully
moved the ball to the 19 yvard line,
where Crane stopped the drive by
intercepting a Taft pass, which
brought the first quarter to an end
with & score of 0-0.
The second quarter was a de-
fense stalemate with npeither
team penetrating its opponents 20
vard Jine. Taft got the edge at the
cpenoing of the second half by
covering the kickoff, which was
inadvertantley fumbled by the
Crane receiver. A stubborn de-
fense proevented their capitalizing
on this break and Crape took over
Iquncflﬂl:;na'ty?tﬂ?_hl“é{;;;:L{;l :'::r::j PLT_I::I; Theea Tl line regulics watch Cosch ]of Kopeinstl demoniirals proper way 4 mansu-
were forced to kick on the 4ih wer. Lalt to right: Neil Vester, Ken Neubert, and Arnls Werling. Taft's Esglen have bion us-
baaten & Fublic lMages noeviveeil sEclion White divieies cospetitien the law Shaee poais, |

down. Taft's versitile halfback, Al-
an MacFarlane, took the kick and | "esos, Talt has been moved up 10 the stromger Fed divislen,

romped 70 yards behind excg]lunt |
mae he concerson. 176 cev o BUARDy TAGKLE
ey tam i ol 0o’ ONLY REGULARS

bether emough wvards for a signifi-

caz';t:ri:-‘nﬁ- the fourth period Taft Fnﬂ“ '57 TEI“

took a punt lnn C:liann': 45 vard line.
Three penalties later on their own .
34 yard line Taft started their sec- Goach Kupcinet Fears
ond touchdown drive, In seven b
quick playvs they moved the ball 76 Power of Rivals
vards elimaxed with a two wvard Y RALI IO
plunge by Alan MacFarlane into The hert pumt formatin,
the end zone. Nelles kick was good gy coach Jou Kupeloet has
and the game ended in Talt's fav- .. 5o sdvantagesusly for 29
or 14-0. yoars, might boomerang this
In winneag tnis gaune Taft fwill season st Taft High schesl
be matched against unbeaten Chi- Th:'lhlﬂ'l puni hllr:ﬂ:g
cago Vocational inm the Publie 88 alfeidive weapon
Scﬁ:-n-l's quarter-finals next week- Borthwest “ﬂ"mm"'
end. Since the Vocational team ik ﬂ" ‘:;kh et i i
considered one of the best in the ;““#d to stay n the
League this game should De a real goat rasks of Public leages
thriller, title competition,




NORTH SIDE EAGLES SOAR TO PLAYOFFS

Joe Kupcinet, Taft’s veteran football coach, believes showing game movies helps play-

ers to correct mistakes.

Dick Lutz. J'crry Meyer, and Ron Kozemzak.

Tilden Blasts Chance

The closest a Taft team
came to winning the league
crown was in 1942, when Til-
den, at that time one of the
ranking gridiron powers” in
the Chicago area, pinned a 20
to O defeat on the Eagles.

“1still haven’t forgotten that
loss,” said Kupcinet, ‘““ and the
best way to put it out of my
mind is to go all the way. Who
knows? Maybe this is the year.
I have a wonderful group of
beys. They could do it.”

Taft’s--teams the last two
years lost in the quarter-final
round of the playotffs. In 1948
the Eagles advanced to the
semi-finals before bowing to
Austin, perennfal contender
for the title. This year, Austin,
as usual, is back in the play-
offs, qualifying as the No. 1
north-west section Red dwi-
sion team.

Face Steinmetz First

For the opening round, at
least, Taft will mot have to
worry about Austin. That may
come later—provided that the
Eagles get by Steinmetz, the
No. 4 Red division qualifier in
the sectmn The game is sched-

uled for Hanson park tomor-
row at 1:30 p. m.

If Taft wins — and Austin
defeats Lake View on Satur-
day—the stage would be set
for another meeting between
the Eagles and the Tigers,

Left to right: Jim Davy, Ken Neubert, Coach Kupcinet, Denny Bell,

[TRIBUNE Photo]

by Jerry Meyer’s running and |
passing, scored 103 points|
while holding opponents to 7|
in sweeping a four game|
schedule. Beaten were Mar-|
shall, 12 to 0; Senn, 25 to 7;5_
Tuley, 34 to 7, and Kelvyn|{

altho the semi-final round{Park, 32 to 0. The Arrn.m(i[senI

pairings officially will not be
known until Monday.

“Of course we would like
to reach the title game,” said
the Taft coach. “ This is our
last season in the White divi-
sion, and naturally we would
like to move into the Red div-
ision with as good as record
as possible.”

Move Up in 1958

Starting next fall, Taft will
move up into the Red division,
and will compete regularly
against such powers as|
Austin, Lane Tech, Harrison,
Steinmetz, and Schurz. As a
member of the White division,
Taft for the last three years|
has played against Amundsen,’
Marshall, Tuley, Senn, and
Kelvyn Park, and has cor-
piled an lmpressive record ©of
13 victories, no defeats and
one tie.

The 1957

Eagles, sparked

|

|game scheduled for Oct. 12 was

canceled because of the flu.!
Amundsen also is unbeaten m'
four games.

Kozemzak, Neubert Star

Sharing hero roles with/|f
Meyer are Ronnie Kozemzak,
halfback who also was regular
shortstop on last year’s title
winning baseball team at Taft,
and Kenny Neubert, junior |}
guard. |

Other regulars include Jim |
Davy, guard; Denny Bell, end;
Carl Lambert, fullback; Roni{j
MacFarlane, end; Tom Cros-|
ton, junior end; Don Soder- ||
burg, sophomore end; Neil |}
Vetter 'and Arnold Werhng,l
Jumor tackles, and Bill Rice, |§
junior guard. Others are John|
Croll, Jim Osterman, Tom |
Davxes Roland Hoffman, Dick|
Melbye Denny Sowka, John |8

| Devlin, Jeff Carson, Ron Boles, |}

and Dave Gattona. |8
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Lagles Beat Lake View 6-OJEagles Down Harrison

Credits Victory To Tighi Line
Face Tougher Team Tomorrow

.. “The Eagles will face a much tougher team tomorrow,’
said Coach George Dayiantis, who scouted Harrison las

week for Coach Joe Kupcinet.

Dayiantis said that the average weight of the Ha
line is 190, while Taft’s line averages 1'.'I'5.g

Facing the Eagles tomorrow,
Harrison, with a fast backfield will

concentrate on passing attack
pitchouts. They have a high
ed backfield and a good halff
Necinae, who will pose the big
threat to the Eagles, accordiy
Dayiantis.

Credits Victory To Tight Liy

The Eagles opened their fool
season by beating the Lake
Wildcats 6-0 at Winnemac
Saturday. The only touchdow
the game was scored in the
quarter when Dick Arfsten,
halfback, successfully comple
35 yard pass to John Devlin, 1
half.

Paul Walker, quarterback, {
the conversion, but missed.
only other action in the first qf
ter came when Roger Moore,
guard, intercepted a wildcat
and returned it five yards.

Jeff Carson, quarterback, puj
49 yards to prevent the Wild
from scoring. Near the end of
first half Dick Arfsten carried
ball 12 yards down to the 15
line, only to have the play ca
back and a 15 yard holding pen
enforced.

Se: Half Scoreless
In the dSSind”BNtithe Ey
tlhgnl:t defensive T3y 0hE i j
Carson, AT"MINe rarling r g0

sten helped Taft to keep its
point advantage.

In the fourth Zuarter Al 1
[Farlane intercepti}-a Lake Vi
pass and returned‘it 10 yards.
et up a series of successful sh

ns that were stopped only by
time limit.

The Eagles gained 189 ya

shing, 49 yards passing, and b
he Wildeats to five first do

hile earning 15 for themsely]

Coach Likes Defense

Coach Kupcinet credited the
ory to the Eagles’ good all aror
lefense and tight line. ;

“We were lucky,” said Mr. Ki
inet, ‘““to hit on one good pg
hat won the game. We will ha
o improve on our blocking and

| parts of our offensive if we a
oing to win any games in the R|
Pivision. Of course this is e,
eason football.” §

e R e g
d - -

With Lake View pigskinners in hot persuit, Taft back

field ace Al Macfarlane turns on the speed and picks up five
yards in the first half of a contest which saw the Eagles

come out victorious by a score of & to 0.

NextFace
Harrison!

CHICAGO IUN-TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTORER 11, 1958

PREO TALLIES CLINCHING TD

Austin Tumbles Taft 20-

Fy Roger Yost
Ausstim pand rice

icocketed off | the third persosd was merging (W% ¥

& arramt|five playe afer

e yaids minsieas eailier, &a

The precocksus Sool passed
! 5 . boosted

ce lie with

f ihe sunkiuwed Eaghey o
he Jid
Bslf,
T y his canny cw
MacFarlane—with.
comsisieni Blocking sup
avevaged seven yards Lo

Bl hid 6P A,

squirt through |ball on Tafts 36, quare TN,

. Bill Currle|Lary Preo pranced 14 yards

ly oece did he Tail 1o ool |

E
plned it for Awmtin, and ibélio a win-<linching TD.

me i well

The final count was Austin|passed io Bi
bl Leafise | Consersion,

, Talt & ¥
me &t JHamson 562
n Larry Preo's

Freo, & reliable feld beader, Taft had a fourth-down-sin-indh
1l Sehastien for 1he |vin

fom om Austiny 43 in the |

Larry hagd  earlier [wecond qaarter

The vislory, Auslins (hifd

Taft Beats Harrison

In their first game in Red Divi-
sion the Eagles trounced the Har-
rison Hornets 16 to 0 Saturday,
September 20, at Winnemac Park.

The first touchdown came in the
second quarter when Al MacFar-
lane returned a punt for 61 yards.
Paul Walker made the conversion
to put the Eagles ahead 7 to 0.

Dick Arfsten's 55 yard punt kept
the Eagles out of danger until the
Hornets marched from their 30 to
the Eagles’ 5 yard line.

In the second half, the rushing of
Neil WVetter, Arnie Werling, and
Ken Neubert forced the Hornets to
punt.

Jeff Carson received the punt
and fumbled, then recovered, and
handed off to Al MacFarlane, who
then reversed to the right and went
81 yards for Taft's other touch-
down. Walker converted success-
fully again.

The Eagles gained their other
two points when the Hornet punter
was tackled in their end zone bv

terrer of the gridiren turns on the gas again for

a first down against the Ha o. 3

Ron MacFarlan

downs en punt retu

pletely bewilder the South

T nal score was Taft, 14, Harrison, O, Next Saturday,
akes on Schurz at Lane Stadium, Addison and Wesh

A 20-yard gain is H‘epped off by Taft's Al.MJICFﬂr!JfH‘.'
[arrow) in third quarkesallefendors in pursuit are Austin's
Don Minervini, Bill Johnson, [Sun-Times Phatos)
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Vocational, Look Out For

Pla y Game

The Eagles, afler rosping over
Crane 140 = (he [irsl game of the
playedls, will meel Chirago Voca
tional for e scoond fams LoSof
row o Soldier's Field, Tall Bai
ool played CVS manew 1905, whem
b Eages lost (o the eveniual aby
champiohs

Calumet ind Schars will play In
the firsl pame

), Tollowed by the Tafl-Veca
ton game (which beginy &l 2

Couch Kupeinel betleves Lhal :"l'
Eagles stand a goed chunce of win
ning H they play o
thelr poleatial. Vocakion
ord Slands al seven wind, B
witle Talfl's &8 five wins, ofe add
and one e

The Crane game
1300 ana at Hamaon |

(whbeh slarls al

r:4||l| berfiife

althotigh reschisgd Be 13 yand ||.-

[wife

MACFARLANE SCORES TWICE
Al (ke bepimmdng of the second

hall Urane

Mickarate

LECEWTE

Wil forewd b panl
after wl
it
ball T yards lor Uhe Dowchd
Tom Nel

™
i’ coaveruon made (b
pore T o D

Doa Soder
Walket's

Eaghes e
yard i

CRANE TOUCHDOWN YOID
Crane labér reoeived he ball and

wad ahi

BEn

Alevundet

yarls of

called Back oo a 15 yard clipping

peaaliy
A lwe

line 5md

¢ by MacFar
ed by
of (b

B EXIFE DRl &
Nelles coded e scorim
game

The Eaxgles wllered 3 loas af 78
yards in penalties, while the Cou
gars bosd caly 40, Taltbowsd pood
aftensive phay by guinlng X varda
nd | firsldlowny Crlbe was ahle

o eafs o2 | yardy aad 8 Erl
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i "lm'rhw s Field

Taft Romps Steiﬁmetz 2610 0;
Secure Place In Play-offs

by MIKE l\L“l‘\’

J s aft High School's football team secured a place in the play-offs for the Public Lea
£l .-tr‘n|\1un-h|p Games by drubbing Steinmetz 26-0 Saturday at Winnemac Stadium.
. utout was due to Taft's ability to eapitalize on the blunders made by Steinmetz.
"The feature before the game was a Pep Rally. The first one held this vear. It was
gponsored by the Taft Student Council for this Hume-.ummg game, A card section was

used for the first time with great
success and the Eagle mascot per-
formed to the delight of all the
speclators. A combination of per-
fect weather and the imporiance
of the game attracted a record
erowd.

Taft won the toss and elected |
to kick. Steinmetz took the ball
and on the fifth play Tafl’s center,
Jeff Bernahl, intercepted a Stein-
meiz pass on his own 38 vard
line,-but Taft was unable to take
advantage of this break and was
forced to kick. The rest of this
period was marred by fumbles,
penalties and injuries,

The second period was worse
with a total of 8 penalties. Taft
drove to Steinmetz’s one vard line

pd ¥wih four plays was unable to

e. This was the only threat-
{ drive by either team in the
il period, making the score|

3 half time 0-0,

For the most part, the third
period seemed to be apeing the
pattern of the first two periods
until late in the period when Taft
went into orbit. Alan MacFarlane
|Imk a Steinmelz punt on his own
30 yard .line and with excellent
blocking took off along the side
line sprinting for the goal when

Steinmetz tackle on their 30 yard
line.
moved the hall to the 29 yard
line. Alan MacFarlane, Taft's half

flipped the ball to his end, Don
Soderlund lateraled to John Dev-
lin, who scooted across for the
score. Michael Day kicked for the
exira point.

Alan MacFarlane kicked off 1o
I‘atcmmclzs 24 yard line on the
-th:rd down and Steinmetz’'s guar-
1terback. Mike Plastine, threw a

nass ta tha waitineg arme of Tafi®

Page 8

he was overtaken by a very fast |

In the next three plays Taft |

| back, in & brilliantly exccuted play, !

:.\likc Days kick was good.

This win puts Taft in third place
I'in the Red Division with a 3-1-1
record. In the semi-finals Taft
will play Crane Tech, a second
place White Division team, who
has a record of 4 wins and 1 loss.
The' place and time of this game
will be decided by the Board of
Education this week. :

No malier where or when thep
play, lets all get out and support
lour hard fighting team.

Scoring
Tait o 0-13
Steinmetz o 0 o0

. i
Taft: TD—Delvin (30-yd. pas
run-lateral from MacFarlane, pass-
er, and Soderlund, lateral); Neu-
bertz (54-yd. pass interception);
| MacFarlane (35-vd. interceplion);
lluuuh (52-yd. rum). PAT-DAY 2.




nents [13 games won, 1 tied}|?

that the team has been moved
up to the Red division. [The
Red is the strongest of the
three divisions into which the
Public league football setup
has been revised. The third
division is the Blue.]
Coach Too Pessimistic?

Moving up Taft into the
Red division prompted Kupci-
net to remark: “. . . if we
win two games in the Red di-
vigion, we’ll consider the sea-
son a success.”

Taft students are hoping
Kupsinet is overly pessimistic.
. Also competing in the north-
west- section Red division are
such established powers as
Austin, Lane Tech, Harrison,
Schurz, and Steinmetz. Schurz
will be Taft's second Red di-
vision opponent on Saturday.

“These are strong teams,
and I am afraid that we're
going to find the going a little
tough,” said the Taft coach.

The league crown always
managed to elude the Eagles,
altho in 1942 Taft got as far
as the title game. But Tilden
proved too strong, and posted
a 20 to 0 victory.

Graduation Causes Havoe

Contributing to Kupcinet's
fear that Taft’s showing in the
Red division may fall below
expectations is the loss of ex-
perienced personnel from last
year’s fine squad that bowed
to powerful Fenger, 25 to 0,
in the quarter-finals after hav-
ing defeated Steinmetz by a
gimilar score.

With the exception of Kenny
Neubert and Neil Vetter, both
linemen, all regulars were lost
thru graduation. Among these
were Denny. Bell, end, and
Jerry Meyer, halfback,- both
named to THE TmBUNE All-

Stars.

Neubert, 6 foot 170 pound
genior, holds down the right
guard spot both on offense
and defense. He's a scrappy
competitor whose opponents
learned to respect him in his

‘Red Division

Taft’s Public league hopes this

passing of Fullback Dick Arfste
lund (left) and Tom Croston.

ends; Arnold Werling, 6 foot

210, at the other tackle; Bill
Rice, 170, at the other guard,
and Dave Gattorna at center.
Gattorna, 59, 160, did not
see much action last season.
Soderlund is a junior.

The other junior in the
starting lineup is Dick Arif-
sten, 5-10, 170 pound left
halfback who can pass, kick,
and run, Completing the back-
field are John Devlin, 6-1, 160,
at right half, Kurt Marquardg,
5.8. 170, at fullback, and J€
Carson, 5-10, 170, at qua
back. Carson was substiti
quarterback last year. lﬁi

Juniors Ready to Help™®,

Among this years s
tutes are Alan McFarlan®
sophomore halfback, and five|
juniors: Bill Shalk, 6-3 end;
Ken Cortas, 6-3, 290 pound
tackle; Bill Horn, another hef-
ty tackle; Mike Day, 165 pound
halfback, and Ron Anderson,
59 quarterback.

Backing up Carson at quar-
ter are Mike Murray and Paul
Walker, both seniors. Another
senior substitute is Tom Hook-
ason, 170 pound fullback.

junior year, when he was
voted all-star recognition. Vet-
ter, 6 foot 190 tackle, also
plays both ways.

Werling Heaviest in Line

With Neubert and Vetter in'
the line are Tom Groston and
Don Soderlund, each 59, at

it Too Green
for 'Red’ Opponents

BY TOMMY KOUZMANOFF |
Taft High School's football
team will do all right in the|
City League's powerful Red |
Division this season at the
x office other than on the

| gridiron. |
ting Sept. 20,

i ame schedu

section

(a gloomy

~ the
t, Taft's coach,
b gloom .
t dismal

pcinet can re .
“We have no experienced
backfield men, one of the

guard, an
il Vetter a

Tom Cros-|
derlund
fei

ols like .
Austin and Schi’::

beﬁer week, that may

be- enough.  We have |

(Every three years, the City
eague football teams are
shuffled to produce “better
balanced competition.” is
article—another of a series—
sizes up Taft which is compet

P_mg in the strong Red divisio

€lafter pacing the White Div
|sion of the North-West section |
|over a three-year period.) |

only 800 boys here at Taft.”
Candidates hoping to wipe
C look off their
coach’s face include two left
halfbacks, Richard Walker
and Dick Arfsten, quarter-
back Jeff Carson and Kurl‘
Marquardt.

Also, three linemen, Dave|

e|Dapporna, center: left guard |
Bill Rice, who may miss thei

first game or two bec: of |

|an injured knee,

. who will be subbing

three years in the

(2

V‘.'];ite Division show 13 wins
and a ti our wins an
tie in 1955, five wins in 1%5%
and four w last year when
one game was cancelled be-
cause of the Asian flu plague.
helgagles didn’t lose a game
at secto
1 ih r those three
Taft's future is brighter
han the immediate outlook.
Says Kupcinet ;

Although not
ready for tough Red Divi-
sion opposition this season,
we should do better from

we're

‘ next year on. We’ll toughen

up with the calibre -
sition, T hope. of oppo

“As for the gate receipts,
sure they'll be good. But
'm not worrying about
that. We always did well
financially. Touchdowns,
not tickets, concern me far
more, right now.”

t—Lake




Varsity
Football

Frosh-Soph
Football




1958 Varsity
Top row: Bill Schalk, Ken Kortas, Bob Benziger, Merton Drake, Micky Geyer,
Neil Vetter, Mike Murray, Bob Speckman, Ken Neubert, Steve Miller, Bill Horn,
John Devlin. Second row: Jeff Carson, Tom Klein, Mike Day, Dan Kiwatkowski
Roger Moore b Young, Alan MacFarlane, Dick Arfsten, Dick Walker, Alf
[aasny Roner den : ker: Third fowal Ao Warling, Blll Rica, Tom
Hookanson, Jeff Bernahl, Tom Croston, Glenn Simcox, Tom Nelles, Jeff Thornton,
Dave Gattorna, Ron Anderson
Kupcinet. Fourth row: Kent
Stuart Dunn, Bill Bibe
Harris. Missing: Mike Molay, A

FOOTBALL TEAM

Day follows blockers in short-punt special.




FROSH-SOPH
FOOTBALL 1956




Harrison players can only watch Mac Farlane.

Red Division
This past fall our football team played its first season
in the red division. Even against better teams for the first
time, Taft lost only once in league play. This was to Aus-
tin, the school that eventually won the city championship.

Season Record

Practice Game
Lakeview
Schedule Games — Northwest Red Division

Harrison

Schurz

Lane

Austin

Steinmetz

City Championship Playoff Games

Crane 0
CVS. 38

pursues Wiel in Schurz game.

Expressions.

Werling and Scderlund stop Wiel of Schurz.

Mac plows against Lane.

Photos by Bob Miller
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RS, p e AR g e

£ o .
LANE, TAFT IN SCORELESS TIE
Talt Figh wsphompra Al MatFarlans gaina fivn yardh wendgresrter ren whes feems
N:-:‘,I:I Carven |1u;;l wed Mol \'.uruku l..:.'. ktn‘:-u-qr?l} fopem pate. Poiia
Laasges toams play woarelen Vo, Siory oa Fage 45, [Se= Times Phatn)

ni on the gas again for
& Flrar dow iIaen Tech. . Me., 33 —
Ron MacFa towch-
dewns an B reaturng Saturday — whic &
pletely bew r tha Socuth side rivals of ¢
Tha final score was Taft, 14, Harrizson, O, MNMext Sat
Tafr takes on Schurzx at Lane Stadium, Addizen and Weak
arn, at 2 pom.

oy i

. With Lake View pigskinners in hot persuit, Taft back-
field ace Al Macfarlane turns on the speed and picks up five

yards in the first half of a contest which saw the Eagles
come out victorious by a score of § 1o 0,
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